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~ Defect
Other defects:
" Shutters will not open

Prabable cause

Shutters may simply be stuck with
layers of paint, or nailed shut

Hinges on shutters may be damaged
or require overhauling. Frequently
shutters with back flaps suffer from
distortion, causing parts to catch on
the surrounding joinery during
operation. This could also be caused

Shutters open with
difficulty

by distartion of the structural opening,

de-pressing the soffit linings and
causing the shutter to snag (see
"Structural opening defects’ below)

~ 5plit panels to shutters
or panelled lining

May be due to changes in moisture
levels in timber

Timber decay to Likely to be the result of some external
shutters or panelled building defect, or of a change of
lining internal enwironmental conditions

Lack of ventilation can cause minor
efflarescence on plaster, but more

Damp plaster in
window recess or
behind shutters
result of some external building
defect, or of a change of internal
environmental conditions
There may be evidence of historic
movement, due to settlement or
changes in ground or support

Structural opening
defects or distortion

conditions, but recent movement may

be due to ongoing problems, such as
decaying timber safe lintels

significant moisture is likely to be the

Suggested repair

Carefully prise open shutters, removing any fixings. Remove
EXCESS paint

Take off and set aside shutters, check dimensions. Rectify
external causes of deflection where possible. Reinstate
shutters, 'easing’ as required

Fill very wide cracks with slivers of timber and sand smooth.
MNormal cracks should be filled with filler prior to redecoration

Remedy external sources of moisture. Carefully dismantle and '
set aside decayed components. Check window case joinery is
sound before repairing and reinstating linings

Remedy external sources of moisture. Remove defective
plaster. Ensure adjacent timbers are dry, and fixings securing
window are sound before replacing plaster

Employ an engineer to investigate causes of deflection, using
non-destructive techniques where possible, Once any
structural defect is remedied, window case joinery should be
set plumb, level and square in openings to ensure that sashes
can operate correctly
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